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Nagaicho  made  this 
world  and  patted  it 
down  so  everything 
would  stay  in  place . 
But  bad  men  were 
not  satisfied  and 
tore  it  down , tore 
up  the  trees , tore 
down  the  moun- 
tains, 

— From  a Sinkyone 
legend 


Humboldt  Redwoods  State  Park . Photographer,  David  Swanlund. 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Save  the  Redwoods  League . 
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Editorial 

The  Wider  View 

“Come  out  of  the  knowledge  and  com- 
prehension about  things , into  the  feeling 
life^ 

— Isaac  Penington 

Our  Friends  Teresina  and  Joe  Havens  now 
sojourning  at  Multnomah  Meeting  in  Portland, 
Oregon,  included  the  Penington  quote  above 
and  the  following  Taoist  parable  in  their  annual 
letter  sent  out  in  January  after  the  shooting  war 
started  in  the  Persian  Gulf: 

It  was  the  time  when  the  autumn  floods 
come  down.  A hundred  streams  swelled 
the  River,  that  spread  and  spread  'till  from 
shore  to  shore,  nay  from  island  to  island, 
so  great  was  the  distance  that  one  could 
not  tell  horse  from  bull.  The  god  of  the 
River  felt  extremely  pleased  with  himself. 

He  wandered  downstream  'till  at  last  he 
came  to  the  sea.  He  gazed  eastward, 
confidently  expecting  to  see  the  further 
shore.  He  could  discern  no  end  to  the 
waters.  He  began  to  turn  his  head, 
peering  this  way  and  that,  but  still  he 
could  see  no  shore.  At  last  addressing  the 
ocean,  he  said. . . ‘I  realize  only  too  well 
when  I gaze  at  your  limitless  immensity, 
that  had  I not  this  day  enrolled  myself  as 
your  disciple,  I might  have  made  myself 
the  laughing  stock  of  all  who  take  the 
Wider  View.’ 

The  need  to  take  the  Wider  View  is  with  us 
personally  and  communally  in  all  we  encounter 
minute  by  minute.  Biblically,  we  are  instructed 
to  put  the  best  construction  on  everything  and 
to  be  as  wise  as  serpents  and  as  gentle  as  doves. 


We  are  also  informed  that  we  are  the  temples  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  As  we  are  enabled  to  be  and  to 
do  this,  we  acquire  the  Wider  View. 

We  can  observe  the  Wider  View  in  the 
writings  in  this  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin  as 
Roberta  Llewellyn  reports  on  current  ecological 
disputes  in  Northern  California  between  loggers 
and  environmentalists  who  have  been  defending 
old  growth  redwood  forests  and  salmon  spawning 
grounds.  Roberta  calls  for  Friends’  supportive 
action. 

The  Wider  View  of  Bill  Charland’s  life  is 
reflected  in  his  writing  on  The  Heart  of  the  Global 
Village  as  he  searches  to  find  the  quiet  Spirit  at 
work  in  the  world  as  high  tech  industries  affect 
the  global  economy. 

Ingrid  Petersen  and  other  Friends  of  Clare' 
mont  Meeting  have  taken  the  Wider  View  in 
raising  questions  regarding  our  relationships  with 
children  in  Meeting  and  how  we  might  break 
out  of  old  patterns  of  busyness  and  barriers  to 
become  more  aware  of  what  we  are  teaching  our 
children  and  how  — an  ongoing  concern  in 
many  Meetings. 

Linda  Filippi  found  a prayer  in  time  of  war 
which  frames  the  Wider  View. 

And  the  older  children  of  La  Jolla  Meeting 
express  their  feeling  life  in  this  poem  they  wrote 
together  in  November  1989: 

Thank  you,  God,  for  feelings  and  friends. 

Thank  you  for  the  Earth  and  your  love 
and  food. 

Thank  you  for  our  families  and  the  cute 
babies. 

Thank  you  for  love,  kindness,  and  peace. 

Thank  you  for  the  ocean  and  the  river  that 
brings  it,  the  wind,  and  all  of  Mother 
Nature. 

“Come  out  of  the  knowledge  and  comprehen- 
sion about  things,  into  the  feeling  life”  is  an 
invitation  to  insightful  worship  and  awareness. 

“...and  a little  child  shall  lead  them.” 

Shirley  Ruth 
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Singing  at  PYM,  Craig  Hall,  Chico.  Photo  by  Vanita  Blum,  Berkeley  Meeting. 


Call  to  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting 

Friends  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  and  other  welcome 
visitors  are  called  to  the 
annual  meeting  at  Craig  Hall 
Complex  of  Chico,  California 
from  Monday,  August  5 
through  Saturday,  August  10, 
with  Representatives  meeting 
in  the  evening  of  Sunday, 
August  4.  Yearly  Meeting  is  a 
time  for  the  renewal  of 
fellowship  and  the  building  of 
new  human  connections 
among  us.  It  is  a time  for 
becoming  aware  of  the 
changes  Time  brings:  new 


babies,  growing  children,  changes  in  our  priorities,  the  losses  which  sadden  us  and  the  growth  which  gives  us 
hope. 

There  are  changes  in  the  schedule  this  year  and  Friends  will  want  to  study  the  advance  materials  in  order  to  be 
prepared.  With  written  reports  from  many  Committees  distributed  early,  Friends  in  Plenary  sessions  may  be  able 
to  give  greater  attention  to  substantive  matters  and  questions  raised  by  our  committees  on  which  they  seek 
guidance  and  Light  from  the  larger  body  present  at  Yearly  Meeting. 

We  hope  that  there  will  be  more  time  for  the  personal  conferring  which  is  so  much  a part  of  our  joy  and  our 
work.  The  children’s  program  will  be  active  and  will  welcome  our  greater  participation.  There  are  two  evenings 
of  inter-generational  activity  planned,  one  early  in  the  week  so  that  we  can  begin  well  with  the  sharing  we  hope 
to  continue  throughout  our  time  together. 

There  has  been  much  evidence  that  fellowship  among  Friends  is  of  major  importance  to  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
Friends  often  find  themselves  feeling  somewhat  separate  from  the  communities  in  which  they  live  their  daily 
lives.  Yearly  Meeting  is  a place  of  renewal  and  refreshment  as  we  share  our  days  with  those  whose  goals  and 
beliefs  are  more  like  our  own. 

Still,  the  major  purpose  of  our  business  together  is  to  widen  the  circle  of  Light  in  which  we  seek  to  do  our 
work.  Our  question  is  always,  “What  doth  the  Lord  require  of  us  — this  year,  in  this  task,  on  this  issue?”  From  our 
Meetings  for  Business,  to  Quarterly  Meetings,  to  Yearly  Meeting  and  beyond,  our  concerns  and  beliefs  are 
submitted  to  an  ever-widening  group  of  Friends  worshipping  together  and  seeking  to  find  the  way  to  live  our  lives 
according  to  Divine  law  and  purpose.  Yearly  Meeting  gives  us  the  opportunity  through  our  corporate  worship  and 
search  to  find  Light  to  guide  us  in  our  decisions.  We  need  each  other  and  we  need  all  of  us  together  in  active 
seeking.  And  when  we  have  found  our  guidance,  we  need  each  other’s  help  in  living  our  witness. 

The  joy  of  coming  together,  whether  for  the  first  time  or  for  the  45th  time  — and  this  will  be  the  45th  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  — is  an  important  part  of  our  purpose.  Jesus  said,  “I  am  come  that  they  may  have  life  and  have  it 
more  abundantly.”  Part  of  the  “abundance”  of  our  blessings  is  the  opportunity  to  meet  together  in  peace  and  love. 
Let  us  come  together  with  joy  and  hold  each  other  in  Light  as  we  look  toward  our  Yearly  Meeting  this  August. 

Jane  Walters  Peers , Clerk 
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Lost  River 

by  Roberta  Llewellyn,  Berkeley  Meeting 

“Nagaicho  made  this  world  and  patted  it 
down  so  everything  would  stay  in  place . But 
bad  men  were  not  satisfied  and  tore  it  down, 
tore  up  the  trees,  tore  down  the  mountains.” 

— From  a Sinkyone  legend 

Lost  River,  or  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  “Lost  Man 
Creek,”  which  is  part  of  the  Mattole  River  Headwa- 
ters, an  ecological  system  in  Northern  California  from 
Redway  to  Shelter  Cove,  has  been  the  site  in  recent 
times  of  critical  dispute.  Environmentalists,  Men- 
docino County,  and  Lancaster  Logging  Company 
have  been  at  odds  with  one  another  over  violations  of 
timber  harvest  practices. 

“Lost  Man  Creek”  is  an  especially  fitting  metaphor 
for  this  dispute  in  light  of  activists’  struggles  to 
preserve  vital  resources  against  profit-motivated 
industries.  Lost  Man  Creek,  or  Lost  River,  is  the 
home  of  a salmon  spawning  ground  at  risk  of  complete 
destruction  from  silt  damage  caused  by  Lancaster 
Logging’s  cutting  steep  slope  facing  right  on  the  river. 

Mem  Hill,  sculptress,  local  resident  and  long  time 
protector  of  the  Lost  River  spawning  ground  spoke 
with  me  in  Whale  Gulch  on  Thanksgiving  Day  of 
1989  about  her  attempts  to  mediate  this  dispute.  We 
met  at  Nancy  Peregrine’s  home.  Nancy  is  one  of  the 
first  “new  settlers”  of  the  Gulch  (some  23  years  ago) 
who  leads  llama  backpacking  trips  into  the  Sinkyone 
Wilderness  in  the  summer  months,  and  teaches 
elementary  school  during  the  remaining  seasons. 

Both  of  these  women  are  gentle  sources  of  strength 
and  knowledge  for  the  community. 

Before  unfolding  Mem’s  story,  let  me  begin  with  a 
brief  ecological/geo/biographic  description  central  to 
Lost  River. 

A short  distance  from  the  rustic  and  ragged- 
around- the-edges  town  of  Whitethorn  (postoffice, 
store,  and  scattered  dwellings)  is  the  Redwood 
Monastery  where  Belgian  nuns  reside.  These  nuns, 
who  sing  at  services  and  bake  communion  wafers, 
helped  form  the  “Sanctuary  Forest,”  a land  trust 
conservation  organization  of  the  Mattole  Watershed. 
Beyond  the  Monastery  with  its  kept  green  meadows 


and  hushed,  circling  redwoods,  are  a thicker  wildwood 
and  the  tiny  settlements  of  Gopherville  and  Lost 
River.  Lost  River  flows  here,  and  "Old  Red"  abides 
here,  a two  thousand  year  old  redwood  tree. 

The  dirt  road  paralleling  the  river  reaches  an 
intersection  of  four  roads,  and  is  defined  by  luminous 
ocean  and  hills  forested  in  Douglas  fir.  The  road 
down  to  the  ocean  through  the  Lost  Coast  Range  is 
an  interweaving  of  wild,  verdant  growth.  Large  pri- 
mordial ferns,  and  lichen-covered  trunks  of  California 
bay  laurels  glisten  in  green  magic  at  sea  level.  Above 
— beyond  the  first  ridge  facing  the  ocean,  looking 
toward  the  Kings  Mountain  Range  — the  road  north 
is  a fusion  of  madrone,  tan  oak,  seedlings,  huckleberry, 
and  manzanita  chaparral.  The  road  south  is  a 
continuation  of  old,  coastal  Highway  One  to 
Rockport  in  Mendocino  County  and  is  called  the  Usal 
Road,  a stage  coach  run  in  the  last  century.  The  Sally 
Bell  Grove  is  located  along  the  Usal  Road,  now  a part 
of  the  Sinkyone  Wilderness  State  Park,  and  so  named 
in  honor  of  Sally  Bell.  (A  Sinkyone  Indian,  Sally  Bell 
was  a survivor  of  a brutal  massacre  of  her  people 
committed  by  white  men  over  a hundred  years  ago.) 

In  1983,  six  women,  Nancy  Peregrine  and  Mem 
Hill  included,  staved  off  the  destruction  of  the  Sally 
Bell  Grove  of  old  growth  redwoods.  “We  just 
decided,”  Nancy  states,  “enough  is  enough!  One 
night,  the  six  of  us  quietly  planted  ourselves  in  the 
woods  before  dawn,  and  when  the  loggers  came  with 
chainsaws  to  cut  the  trees,  we  were  all  chained 
together  around  a tree,  face  front,  or  in  the  case  of  a 
couple  of  women,  actually  hugging  the  tree.” 

“We  managed  to  hold  them  off  until  a temporary 
restraining  order  could  be  obtained.”  All  the  women 
in  this  nonviolent  action  were  jailed.  Mem  was 
seriously  injured  when  her  buddy  was  not  present  to 
help  her,  and  a logger  cut  a tree  behind  her  forcing 
her  to  run  from  the  fast  rolling  log.  The  log  hit  her 
and  pinned  her  down  above  a ravine.  The  resulting 
lawsuit  made  legal  history  by  stating  that  timber 
harvest  plans  must  consider  the  cumulative  effects  of 
their  cutting  with  other  logging  that  has  occurred  in 
the  same  area.  Forest  Departments,  however,  cannot 
act  on  this  mandate  effectively,  because  of  the  lack  of 
“institutionalized”  data  and  practiced  methodology. 

I asked  Mem  to  tell  us,  “What  happened  at  Lost 

(Continued  on  page  1 74) 
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River?” 

“I’m  a trained  nonviolent  mediator.  I’ve  got  a 
certificate  from  the  Humboldt  Mediation  Center  in 
Areata.  I was  basically  trying  to  communicate  with 
Doyle  Lancaster,  a recent  purchaser  at  ‘Lost  River’  of 
125  acres  of  land  adjacent  to  State  Park  Land.  We, 
some  community  members,  and  some  Earth  First! 
people  there  for  support,  were  attempting  to  discuss 
our  concerns  and  demands,  especially  our  concern 
regarding  the  salmon  spawning  ground  damaged  from 
bad  logging  practice.  Many  of  us  in  the  community 
had  hand-cared  for  the  salmon  spawning  ground  after 
past  disturbances.  Plus,  demands  were  made  for 
regulating  the  long  hours  worked  by  loggers  cutting 
the  big  trees,  using  the  D-5,  a bulldozer  running 
twelve  hours  a day,  making  intense  noise  seven  days  a 
week!  Additionally,  we  demanded  that  Doyle  Lancas- 
ter have  his  lumber  trucks  slow  down,  and  not  drive  at 
the  high  speeds  they  have  been,  in  areas  where  the 
children  are,  and  to  stop  shooting  hundreds  of  rounds 
of  ammunition  at  night.”  Mem’s  face  often  lights  up 
in  smiles  as  she  speaks;  her  eyes,  however,  reflect  her 
sadness  and  feeling  of  despair  around  this  issue. 

“We  had  hoped,  because  they  were  a small,  family 
run  operation,  they  would  hear  us.  Certainly,  we 
thought,  they  would  be  more  understanding  than  a 
large  corporation.  Anyway,  I was  standing  with  some 
Earth  First!  folks  and  trying  to  keep  the  tension  down 
after  a bunch  of  pickup  trucks  from  Lancaster’s  group 
came  roaring  from  the  bridge,  spewing  dust  and 
driving  really  close  to  some  of  the  kids.  It  was 
obviously  provocative.  That  was  one  of  the  things  we 
had  asked  them  to  stop  doing.  During  that  time,  a lot 
of  anger  came  up  around  those  guys  driving  so  fast, 
and  ten  or  so  loggers  converged,  and  ten  of  us  came 
forward.  Some  screaming  took  place,  and  I stepped  in 
because  I’m  a mediator,  and  I wanted  to  make  sure  to 
keep  it  at  the  talking  stage.  But,  a scuffle  took  place 
over  a camera  one  of  the  guys  in  our  group  had  and 
David  Lancaster,  a big  guy  in  his  twenties,  the  son  of 
Doyle  Lancaster,  took  a swing  at  an  Earth  First!  guy. 

In  the  process  I got  sideswiped  and  went  down.” 

“I  popped  right  back  up  and  said,  yelled  really, 

‘Hey!  I’m  almost  fifty  years  old,  and  half  your  size! 

I’m  wearing  glasses,  cut  it  out!’  I was  turning  to  move 
on  to  the  road,  when  all  of  a sudden,  I felt  this  bone 


crushing  thud.  I saw  stars  and  woke  up  with  blood 
pouring  down  my  throat.  Many  people  witnessed 
what  happened,  and  told  me  later  that  David  Lancas- 
ter dealt  me  a sucker  punch.  I was  walking  away,  and 
I ended  up  with  a fractured  nose!” 

In  June  1990,  Mem  Hill  filed  a lawsuit  against 
Lancaster  Logging  Company,  and  against  the 
Mendocino  and  Humboldt  County  Sheriffs  Depart- 
ment. She  also  filed  against  the  District  Attorney  of 
Mendocino  County.  Mem  felt  that  these  various 
county  agents  further  added  insult  to  injury  by  failing 
to  cooperate  in  pressing  charges  against  Lancaster, 
thereby  depriving  and  disavowing  her  of  her  civil 
rights.  The  lawsuit  against  the  county  agents  recently 
(Fall  of  1990)  was  given  immunity  by  the  court.  The 
judge  presiding,  however,  suggested  a future  lawsuit  be 
prepared  alleging  “discrimination”  against  a group  of 
people,  i.e.,  environmentalists.  A separate  suit  against 
David  Lancaster  for  assault  is  still  pending.  (I  was  not 
able  to  reach  David  or  Doyle  Lancaster  for  com- 
ments.) 

The  State  Water  Quality  Control  Board  issued  an 
order  to  Doyle  Lancaster  of  Fortuna,  May  22,  1990  to 
clean  up  the  disputed  area,  where  abusive  logging 
practices  had  created  gross  soil  erosion  into  Lost 
River,  the  Mattole  River  and  its  tributary  systems. 

Sanctuary  Forest  Director  Rondal  Snodgrass 
recently  reported  the  lowest  salmon  run  (Coho  and 
Steelhead)  at  Lost  River,  Mattole  Watershed,  of  200 
salmon  compared  to  an  estimated  record  run  in  1950 
of  20,000  fish.  This  is  a heartfelt  plea  of  exigency  for 
the  public  to  push  for  implementing  mandates  (some 
already  in  place,  i.e.,  “cumulative  effects”)  for  envi- 
ronmental protection. 

Doyle  Lancaster  Logging  has  had  past  probationary 
constraints  filed  against  its  logging  operation  for 
violations  of  California  Dept,  of  Forestry  (CDF) 
regulations  governing  timber  harvest  practices  which 
resulted  in  gross  environmental  degradation.  Lancas- 
ter filed  bankruptcy  last  year,  and  has  sold  the 
violated  Lost  River  acreage  to  Eel  River  Saw  Mill.  Eel 
River  has  actually  paid  for  some  of  the  cleanup.  Some 
speculate,  however,  that  this  maneuver  was  likely 
made  as  a “trade-off’  for  logging  approval  from  CDF 
for  a nearby  site  at  the  headwaters  of  Lost  River,  200 
acres  of  1500  year  old  redwoods.  The  timber  harvest 
plan  to  cut  these  old  growth  redwoods  is  presently 
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under  review  by  CDF  pending  Eel  River  Saw  Mill's 
presenting  a spotted  owl  mitigation  plan. 

Mem  Hill  concluded:  “Profit-motivated-only 
concerns  need  to  be  redirected,  and  so,  we  do  non- 
violent civil  disobedience  to  hold  back  the  chainsaws 
that  can  take  out  a grove  of  redwoods  in  a few  days, 
because  the  wheels  of  courts  and  law  move  unwit- 
tingly slowly.” 

Public  intervention  is  strongly  urged  to  provide 
ongoing  input  to  save  the  old  growth  redwoods  slated 
for  cutting  by  Eel  River  Saw  Mill  (THP  #190-727) 
pending  CDF  review  approval,  and  to  save  further 
damage  to  the  Mattole  River  Watershed.  Some 
Friends  in  Northern  California  are  alerted  and 
involved  in  this  regional  crisis.  I urge  others  to  write 
to  : California  Department  of  Forestry,  P.O.  Box  670, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95420,  stating  your  concerns. 

[Roberta  Llewellyn  is  a member  of  Berkeley  Meeting 
and  co-produces  a Pacifica  Radio  series  called 
“Tradition  and  Change:  Porno  Indians.”  She  is  also  a 
contributor  to  News  from  Native  California.] 


■'  "7  ? ^7  Mary  Lou  Qocrtzen 


Looking  at  the  Quiet  Spirit  at 
Work  in  the  World:  An 
Interview  with  Bill  Charland, 
Mt.  View  Meeting 

by  Shirley  Ruth 

Bill  Charland  is  a Friend  whose  life’s  journey 
reflects  a commitment  to  the  teaching  of  spiritual 
values  and  social  ethics  from  the  time  he  completed  a 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  at  Yale  Divinity  School  in 
1962.  “I  was  there  at  the  same  time  as  Gary  Hart  and 
John  Danforth,  the  senator  from  Missouri.  It  was  an 
education  experience  which  tried  to  link  us  to  the 
world  through  social  ethics  in  particular.”  Concern 
for  global  economic  issues  under  the  spread  of 
technologies  throughout  the  world  and  how  these 
affect  our  lives  here  and  abroad  led  Bill  to  write  The 
Heart  of  the  Global  Village  (published  by  SCM  Press, 
London,  and  Trinity  Press  International,  Philadel- 
phia, 1990).  Bill’s  experiences  with  Friends  World 
Committee’s  Right  Sharing  of  World  Resources 
Program  taught  him  strategies  for  economic  develop- 
ment which  have  influenced  his  work  and  writing. 

“After  I taught  in  a Black  college  in  Atlanta  for 
several  years  in  the  1960s,  participating  in  civil  rights 
activities  in  the  South  at  that  time,  I completed  a 
doctorate  in  counseling  at  the  Chicago  Theological 
Seminary.  My  last  formal  ministry  followed  that  at 
Lake  Forest  College  near  Chicago.  These  experiences 
in  the  South  and  doing  draft  counseling  during  the 
Vietnam  War  put  me  in  touch  with  Friends.  I found 
my  faith  changing  as  I was  exposed  to  the  world,  and  I 
discovered  I needed  more  freedom  in  my  own  spiritual 
journey  and  in  my  theology. 

"I  moved  to  Denver  in  the  mid-1970s  after  having 
taught  for  six  years  in  the  University  Without  Walls 
Program  in  a predominately  Black  institution  on  the 
South  side  of  Chicago.  I lived  close  to  the  Meeting 
House  in  Denver,  began  to  attend  Meeting  and  felt 
comfortable  in  making  the  commitment  to  join  the 
Religious  Society. 

“My  first  job  in  Denver  was  to  develop  a new 
course  through  the  University  Without  Walls 
Program  at  Loretto  Heights  College  which  helped 

(Continued  on  page  176) 
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(Bill  Charland  Interview:  continued  from  page  175) 
adults  who  were  returning  to  school  in  mid-life  as 
they  changed  careers.  They  were  dealing  with 
employment  issues.  This  program  continued  for  ten 
years,  first  at  Loretto  and  then  as  career  counseling 
services  for  alumni  at  the  University  of  Denver. 

“Now  I’m  no  longer  teaching  or  counseling  but  am 
a journalist.  Journalism  as  a third  career  evolved  from 
the  energy  industry’s  collapse  in  Denver.  Twenty 
thousand  jobs  from  the  oil  and  gas  industries  disap- 
peared in  Denver  in  a single  year,  1986;  sixteen 
thousand  of  those  jobs  were  professional  and  technical 
positions.  Many  highly  specialized  geologists  found 
no  other  market  in  the  United  States  and  sometimes 
no  market  anywhere  for  their  training. 

“I  became  very  concerned  as  one  who  was 
ministering  to  these  newly  unemployed  professionals, 
passing  out  Kleenex  and  watching  them  lose  their 
homes,  to  try  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  get  better 
information  to  our  community  about  what  was 
happening.  It  seemed  to  me  that  many  of  the  forces 
which  were  causing  jobs  to  change  or  to  disappear 
were  not  apparent.  People  were  trying  to  plan  careers 
and  to  negotiate  working  environments  without 
enough  information  about  the  changing  economy  as  it 
moved  from  heavy  manufacturing  to  an  information 
and  electronics  base. 

“I  decided  to  take  a break  from  one-to-one 
counseling  and  try  another  kind  of  writing.  I had 
previously  published  two  books  on  career  counseling 
in  a changing  economy,  Deciding  to  Live:  Adult 
Approaches  to  Values  (Westminster,  Philadelphia, 

1979)  and  Life-Work:  Meaningful  Employment  in  an 
Age  of  Limits  (Continuum  Press,  New  York  City, 

1986).  [These  books  are  available  from  the  Tattered 
Cover  Bookstore  in  Denver.]  New  possibilities 
happened  when  my  wife  encouraged  me  to  visit 
Canada  four  summers  ago.  My  Dad  had  come  to  this 
country  from  Canada  when  he  was  eighteen.  I 
wanted  to  know  more  about  our  roots.  I decided  to 
explore  a long-time  interest  in  the  Canadian  Football 
League.  This  was  to  be  a kind  of  vacation.  But  I 
started  writing  the  material  I found  on  the  relation- 
ship of  the  decline  of  the  Canadian  Football  League 
to  what  was  happening  in  Canadian  culture  as  its 
economy  was  impacted  by  a free  trade  agreement  with 
the  United  States.  The  Christian  Science  Monitor, 


much  to  my  surprise,  published  this  article.  Through 
their  publication  of  that  story,  I became  acquainted 
with  writers  and  editors  of  the  Denver  Post.  I started 
to  write  a column  for  them  and  then  switched  over  to 
a weekly  column  at  Rocky  Mountain  News.  I continue 
to  write  for  the  Monitor.  So  this  has  been  a surprising 
apprenticeship  of  my  own.  It’s  a new  career  in  a field 
that  I thought  I’d  never  have  anything  to  do  with  in 
this  lifetime,  even  though  I always  said  if  I were 
reincarnated,  I’d  like  to  come  back  as  a small  town 
newspaper  editor.  It  has  been  a great  gift  and  a 
challenging  learning  experience  to  write,  not  so  much 
for  academics,  but  for  a broader  audience,  to  try  to 
convey  serious  issues  in  graphic  form. 

“One  of  the  interesting  transitions  in  my  life  which 
influenced  my  writing  by  providing  important 
learning  and  contacts  occurred  as  I was  serving 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  as  a representative  to 
the  Friends  World  Committee.  I became  deeply 
involved  in  their  Right  Sharing  of  World  Resources 
Program,  wonderfully  conceived  and  developed  in  the 
1960s.  All  of  us  on  that  committee  reviewed 
proposals  for  funding  strategies  of  economic  develop- 
ment from  helping  people  buy  water  buffalo  in  India 
to  creating  women’s  sewing  cooperatives  in  Kenya. 
Part  of  our  mission  was  to  interpret  these  various 
economic  strategies  for  development  to  others  in  the 
United  States.  I was  also  influenced  by  an  opportu- 
nity to  return  to  Kenya.  (My  wife  and  I had  attended 
the  FWCC  Triennial  in  Kenya  during  the  early 
1980s.)  I was  invited  to  work  with  a two-year 
technical  school  called  Friends  College  in  Kaimosi. 
Friends  United  Meeting  (FUM)  asked  me  to  spend  a 
month  with  the  faculty  and  administration  of  the 
college  to  see  what  their  needs  and  objectives  were 
and  to  try  to  rebuild  some  new  relationships  in  a post- 
missionary  era.  One  of  Kenyan  Friends’  goals  was  to 
install  computers  in  the  school  because  computer 
technology  was  sweeping  Africa  and  the  college 
lacked  resources  to  train  their  students  adequately. 

“So  that’s  part  of  the  nub  of  my  book,  The  Heart  of 
the  Global  Village  — the  questions  which  Africans 
raised  and  some  of  the  questions  I had  about  working 
in  advanced  technology,  not  just  on  this  continent 
but  where  it  has  recently  been  entering  the  scene,  as 
it  has  in  Africa.  I look  in  the  book  at  economic  and 
high-tech  industries  not  only  from  my  perspectives 
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but  also  from  the  perspectives  of  Africans,  many  of 
whose  human  values  and  institutions  are  in  better 
shape  than  ours,  now  suddenly  encountering  the  high- 
tech  race  pervading  the  global  economy. 

“We  acquired  seventeen  computers  and  software, 
donated  by  a bio- technology  company  in  Boulder, 
Colorado,  and  had  a small  grant  to  send  George 
Silver,  the  Computing  Services  Director  at  Earlham 
College,  to  train  the  faculty.  We’re  furthering  this 
work  by  developing  a good  computer  lab  which  is  now 
operating  in  the  Friends  College  Business  School. 

“My  question  in  The  Heart  of  the  Global  Village , the 
search  in  it,  is  to  see  how  — in  terms  of  the  quiet, 
centered  Spirit  in  which  we  truly  meet,  and  in  which 
we  can  use  new  technology  to  enhance  human  life 
rather  than  lose  it  in  a frantic  race  — how  this  Spirit 
is  alive  and  at  work  in  the  world." 


Computer  Lab , Friends  College,  Kaimosi . Photo  courtesy 
of  Bill  Charland . 


The  Meeting  and  Its  Children 

by  Ingrid  Petersen,  Claremont  Meeting 

Lauens  van  der  Post  tells  about  an  African  tribe 
whose  greeting  is  “I  see  you.” 

“I  see  you,”  meaning  I see  you  and  sense  your 
condition  and  am  here  with  you  and  for  you.  That  is 
a good  greeting.  I could  not  find  one  to  suit  me 
better. 

In  the  Meeting  do  we  see  each  other  in  this  sense? 
I think  we  mostly  do  or  try  to.  Do  we  see  the 
Meeting’s  children  in  this  way,  each  child? 


“It  is  incumbent  upon  a Meeting  to  include  all  of 
its  children  in  the  life  of  the  Meeting  so  that  all  feel 
themselves  loved,  appreciated,  accepted  and  joyously 
a part  of  that  life.” 

How  truly  aware  are  we  of  each  child?  How  can 
we  show  the  children  that  each  has  a real  place  and 
part  in  Meeting  life?  How  can  we  in  each  Meeting 
help  each  other  become  aware  of  what  our  particular 
children  at  this  specific  time  need  most? 

And  how  aware  are  Meetings  of  what  they  want  to 
convey  to  children  during  the  short  time  they  spend 
with  us? 

“Every  member  of  the  Meeting  is  responsbile  in 
some  measure  for  the  care  of  the  children.” 

A year  and  a half  ago  I returned  from  a long  stay  in 
England.  I was  just  in  time  for  Nominating  Commit- 
tee to  ask  me  to  clerk  the  First  Day  School  Commit- 
tee. I had  no  desire  in  that  direction  and  stalled.  I 
ended  up  changing  my  mind,  mainly  because  of  Edna 
and  John  who  were  the  two  quite  old  and  wonderful 
Friends  in  Bradford  on  Avon  in  England.  Their 
Meeting  had  a First  Day  School  that  was  beautifully 
integrated  into  the  life  of  the  Meeting,  and  it  seemed 
to  me  that  Edna  and  John  were  at  the  heart  of  it.  But 
the  whole  Meeting  was  right  behind  them.  I never 
sensed  reluctance  to  work  with  the  children  who  were 
their  pride  and  joy.  I heard  children  speak  in  the 
Meeting  for  Worship  and  saw  them  as  greeters  at  the 
door  on  Sunday  mornings.  I do  believe  that  my  love 
for  the  Bradford  on  Avon  Meeting  made  me  give  our 
own  First  Day  School  a try. 

Our  First  Day  School  was  at  that  time  in  a rather 
structureless  condition.  It  had  a small  and  brand  new 
committee  which  felt  willing  but  apprehensive.  The 
group  of  children  was  made  up  of  three  teen  age 
siblings  and  a three  year  old  boy  who  was  very 
attached  to  his  family.  Our  Meeting  itself  is  fairly  big, 
active  and  peace  and  social  justice  oriented  with 
many  people  who  are  not  used  to  or  comfortable  with 
relating  to  the  very  young. 

The  whole  situation  looked  as  if  we  should  begin 
from  scratch.  How  do  you  peacefully  detach  a three 
year  old  from  his  mother?  How  can  you  encourage 
three  teen  age  siblings  to  talk  seriously  in  front  of 
each  other?  How  do  you  supply  them  with  Friendly 
contemporaries?  What  would  be  appropriate 

(Continued  on  page  178) 
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(Forum:  continued  from  page  177 ) 
information  about  the  Bible  and  Christianity,  about 
other  religions?  How  could  we  see  that  they  experi- 
ence Quaker ly  ways  and  activities  and  attitudes?  How 
could  we  convince  the  children  that  elderly  Friends 
were  not  napping  but  that  something  was  actually 
going  on  in  the  Meeting  room?  How  would  we  help 
them  want  to  be  part  of  that  group? 

Then  there  was  the  Meeting  about  which  we  also 
raised  questions  — how  might  we  help  the  Meeting 
become  more  aware  of  the  children  as  individuals,  as 
everybody’s  children  and  responsibility?  They  are 
human  beings  who  happen  to  be  young  at  this 
moment  but  who  need  a climate  of  acceptance  and 
safety  just  as  much  as  any  grown  up  does. 

We  thought  hard.  Fran  said,  let  us  get  a curricu- 
lum. Michael  said,  let  us  get  the  Meeting  involved. 
Jane  said,  trust  the  process.  The  kids  said,  the  room 
needs  painting  and  we  need  more  children.  I said,  let 
us  see  if  other  Meetings  would  combine  with  us 
occasionally. 

We  visited  a neighboring  Meeting  to  find  out  if  we 
could  work  together  once  in  a while.  We  were  not 
able  to  work  that  out  but  garnered  some  nuggets  of 
wisdom  there. 

We  thought  some  more  and  tried  again  to  plan. 
Planning  went  something  like  this:  Since  we  don’t 
know  what  children  we  might  have  from  one  First 
Day  to  the  next,  let  us  plan  month  by  month.  Let  us 
try  each  month  to  present  something  about  Quaker 
backgrounds  and  activities,  something  relating  to  the 
Bible  and  something  just  humanly  enriching  out  of 
the  life  experiences  of  Friends  in  this  Meeting.  Let  us 
invite  Friends  and  attenders  to  come  for  one  Sunday 
to  present  a subject  of  their  own  choice  from  the 
categories  named.  We  also  had  volunteers.  Before 
each  month  began  we  met  with  both  presenters  and 
volunteers  to  finalize  plans  and  to  answer  questions. 
We  encouraged  them  to  visit  First  Day  School  ahead 
of  time  to  get  acquainted  with  each  child  and  learn 
names.  When  they  visited,  they  would  announce 
their  plans  and  their  subjects,  which  created  some 
continuity. 

The  First  Day  School  Committee  decided  that  one 
of  us  would  be  present  each  First  Day  with  the 
Friendly  resource  person.  We  had  several  reasons  for 
that:  to  provide  continuity  for  the  children;  to  avoid 


anybody's  feeling  stuck  or  deserted  in  a difficult 
situation;  to  be  able  to  provide  more  than  one  answer 
to  any  question  so  that  there  would  never  be  just  one 
answer  cast  in  concrete.  This  seemed  a flexible  plan 
which  would  provide  the  children  with  information 
and  at  the  same  time  bring  children  and  adults 
together. 

We  were  lucky.  During  the  Fall  more  kids 
appeared,  some  of  them  off  and  on,  but  most  of  them 
quite  faithfully.  We  have  had  two  or  three  of  the  First 
Day  School  Committee  members  with  the  children 
every  First  Day,  not  to  keep  order,  but  to  get  to  know 
one  another  well.  We  have  had  thirty  different  adults 
coming  in  as  resource  people  since  last  summer.  Some 
come  to  teach,  some  to  share,  some  to  entertain,  some 
to  be  there  and  give  of  what  they  are  — and  that  felt 
good.  We  thought  we  knew  the  amusing  and 
surprising  sides  of  Friends,  but  we  were  in  for  more 
discoveries  as  we  quickly  enlarged  the  number  of  new 
acquaintances  through  their  participation  in  the  First 
Day  School  Program.  There  were  happy  surprises  and 
a few  disappointments,  but  altogether  it  made  up  a 
rich  tapestry.  We  have  shared  in  Bob’s  meeting  with 
the  Navajo  Indians,  and  Dan  has  shown  us  the 
medicine  wheel.  We  visited  the  rain  forest  and 
almost  got  lost.  We  have  heard  about  growing  up  in 
Africa.  Irving  told  about  Christmas  at  his  grandfa- 
ther’s house  seventy  years  ago  when  Friends  did  not 
really  approve  of  Christmas  celebrations,  and  that  was 
very  funny.  Jean  talked  about  being  a birth-right 
Quaker  child  and  what  she  thought  about  sitting  in 
Meeting  for  Worship.  John  from  his  wheel  chair 
made  us  see  how  we  are  all  alike  and  all  different.  He 
had  us  write  and  draw  without  using  our  hands.  Steve 
showed  us  how  he  feels  inside  when  there  are  conflicts 
and  controversies;  he  was  very  graphic  and  got  a quick 
response.  We  made  kits  for  the  Kurdish  refugees  and 
an  enormous  peace  sign  collage  for  the  wall.  We  have 
had  Bible  stories,  blown  soap  bubbles,  danced  in  the 
park  and  had  a wonderful  Christmas  program.  We 
have  had  a good  year. 

Indeed  we  have:  the  children  are  a group  now  who 
have  a feeling  of  belonging  together.  The  First  Day 
School  Committee  works  closely  together,  in  tune. 
Our  individual  strengths  and  weaknesses  have  settled 
into  a compensating  pattern  that  makes  us  a func- 
tional group.  The  Meeting  has  been  wonderfully 
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supportive  and  appreciative. 

It  has  also  been  a demanding  year.  It  is  difficult  to 
miss  Meeting  for  Worship  as  often  as  we  have  and  still 
feel  in  touch  with  the  Meeting.  We  must  always  be 
ready  for  changes  as  we  look  for  Friends  who  can  take 
over  before  we  burn  out.  But  at  this  moment,  peace 
reigneth! 

If  you  should  wish  to  know  more  specifics  about 
how  we  organized  our  First  Day  Program,  please 
contact  Ingrid  Petersen,  649  Marylind  Ave.,  Clare- 
mont, CA  91711. 

News  from  North  Pacific 

by  Nancy  Yamall,  Corvallis  Meeting 

University  Meeting  answers  the  Queries,  “How 
are  strangers  made  to  feel  welcome  in  our  midst.7  How 
do  we  encourage  attenders  to  share  in  Meeting 
activities  and  responsibilities?”  On  April  13, 
Newcomers  and  oldtimers  were  invited  to  a Newcom- 
ers potluck  and  evening  of  sharing.  Representatives 
from  Worship  and  Ministry  and  Oversight  Commit- 
tees were  also  in  attendance. 

University  Meeting  holds  in-home  potluck  chains. 
Each  chain  includes  nine  people:  three  beginning, 
three  continuing,  three  completing.  Each  person 
attends  for  three  months  and  can  sign  up  again. 

University  Meeting  is  also  offering  a series  of 
monthly  potlucks,  Global  Networking  for  Global 
Peace.  Each  potluck  focuses  on  a different  part  of  the 
globe  and  the  ways  in  which  local  organizations  are 
addressing  political  and  social  issues  in  that  area. 

Eugene  Meeting’s  Friendly  Potlucks  focused  on 
the  topic:  “Our  Meeting  is  growing,  what  does  it 
mean?  How  are  we  meeting  the  needs  and  interests  of 
our  children?  of  adults?” 

Eugene  Meeting  serves  Saturday  Quaker  porridge 
cooked  by  Ed  Thatcher.  Friends  bring  fruit,  honey, 
yogurt  and  other  toppings. 

Corvallis  Meeting  has  five  “Friendly-8’s  groups. 

Eastside  Meeting's  First  Day  School  and  Adult 
Education  focused  on  family  as  ministry.  How  do  we 
nurture  our  personal  families?  How  do  we  nurture  the 
families  within  the  Meeting?  How  do  we  nurture  the 
Meeting  family? 

North  Puget  Sound  Regional  Gathering  was  held 
at  University  Friends  Center  in  Seattle  on  April 


20th.  Jonis  Davis  of  AFSC  spoke  on  Quaker 
perspectives  in  the  Middle  East.  South  Puget  Sound 
Regional  Gathering  was  held  at  the  home  of  Jake 
Brown  in  Retsil,  WA,  (the  Retsil  Veteran’s  Home) 
on  April  11th  . 

The  Inland  Regional  Meeting  was  held  at  the 
University  of  Idaho  in  Clark  Fork,  ID,  on  April  19- 
21. 

Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  met  May  3-5  at 
Camp  Adams. 

NPYM  representatives  are  preparing  for  the  Fifth 
World  Conference  of  Friends  with  its  theme,  "In 
Spirit  and  In  Truth."  Pablo  Stanfield,  University,  and 
Chris  Cradler,  Multnomah,  will  go  to  Honduras.  Ann 
Stever,  University,  and  Annis  Bleeke,  Multnomah, 
are  going  to  Kenya.  Leni  Skarin,  Yakima,  will  go  to 
the  Netherlands. 

Rogue  Valley  is  struggling  with  a concern  about 
singing  during  worship. 

Salem  is  trying  to  determine  how  to  deal  with 
disturbed  visitors.  Suggestions  included  making  them 
welcome,  as  well  as  offering  to  go  outside  with  them. 

Salem  Meeting  continues  its  Silent  Vigil  for  Peace 
because  they  do  not  feel  there  is  real  peace  in  the 
world.  They  meet  Sunday  afternoons  from  1-1:30  on 
the  south  Capitol  steps. 

Friends  from  Olympia  Meeting  are  participating  in 
the  Olympia  Peace  Vigil  whose  “goal  is  to  maintain  a 
visible,  dignified,  pro-peace  presence  seven  days  a 
week  in  Sylvester  Park  from  May  1 to  September 
21...” 

Olympia  Meeting  plans  to  purchase  a church 
building  owned  by  the  Unitarian  Fellowship  in 
Tumwater,  WA. 

Wayne  and  Mildred  Joyce,  Eastside,  attended  an 
Elder  Hostel  at  Newberg,  OR.  They  studied  the 
Palestinian/Israeli  question,  botany  and  ecology. 

Bob  and  Connie  Brown,  Eugene,  gave  an  illus- 
trated talk  on  “Costa  Rica:  Unarmed  Democracy." 
They  recently  visited  Costa  Rica. 

Leila  Snow,  Eugene,  has  returned  from  a year  as 
caretaker  of  the  Friends  House  in  Wellington,  New 
Zealand. 

Peg  Morton,  Eugene,  spent  a term  learning  and 
growing  in  the  Light  at  Pendle  Hill. 

[Send  news  and  newsletters  to:  Nancy  Yarnall, 
1620  NW  Menlo  Dr.,  Corvallis,  OR  97330.] 
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Where  the  Words  Come  From 

by  Jane  Walters  Peers , Clerk,  PYM 

In  an  upper  room  filled  with  light,  the  Reunion 
General  of  Friends  in  Mexico  met  for  a weekend  this 
Spring.  The  room  is  the  regular  meeting  place  of 
Mexico  City  Meeting,  a member  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting.  It  is  on  the  upper  floor  of  the  Casa  de  los 
Amigos  in  Mexico  City,  and  the  floor- to-ceiling 
windows  and  the  high  ceiling  are  reminders  that  this 
was  the  studio  of  the  muralist  Orosco.  The  “upper 
room”  experience,  however,  was  an  effect  of  the 
gathering  of  Friends,  and  it  was  truly  a spiritual 
refreshment. 

The  Reunion  General  meets  regularly  every  18 
months  over  a long  weekend.  Business  was  handled 
in  the  manner  of  Friends  under  the  Clerkship  of  Ana 
Victoria  Aguilera  de  De  Avila.  The  Casa  de  los 
Amigos  is  made  up  of  two  houses  which  have  been 
joined  across  a courtyard  and  has  facilities  from  hostel 
dormitories  to  rooms  and  even  an  apartment.  The 
library  is  extensive,  current  and  comfortable.  The 
work  of  the  Casa  is  not  only  to  provide  for  travelers, 
but  also  to  aid  refugees  and  help  them  into  self- 
supporting  new  lives.  It  has  a welcoming  atmosphere, 
evident  for  this  traveler  by  the  greeting  I received 
when  I reached  there  at  3:00  in  the  morning! 

The  theme  of  the  Reunion  General  was  “Faith  in 
Action”  and  as  one  of  only  two  Friends  from  the  U.S., 
I found  it  significant  to  see  Friends  with  their  copies 
of  the  FWCC  Study  Guide  in  Spanish.  I was 
reminded  of  the  many  languages  and  the  many  places 
in  the  world  where  that  same  pamphlet  has  been  the 
subject  of  thoughtful  discussion  throughout  the  past 
months. 

A member  of  Mexico  City  Meeting  is  familiar  to 
many  Friends  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  Jorge 
Hernandez  very  graciously  offered  simultaneous 
translation  for  Lon  Tennel,  of  Oregon,  and  me.  The 
experience  of  having  his  low-voiced  translation  at  my 
side  and  being  able  to  see  and  hear  the  speaker  made 
for  a richness  in  listening  I have  seldom  felt.  Friend 
Jorge  has  also  translated  several  Friends’  pamphlet 
materials  into  Spanish  and  the  Casa  de  los  Amigos 
distributes  them  to  inquirers.  I brought  back  a 
sampling  and  it  might  be  well  for  meetings,  particu- 


larly in  the  South,  to  have  some  on  hand. 

Attending  were  Friends  from  Mexico  City  Meeting 
and  from  two  Friends  Churches,  one  in  Ciudad 
Victoria.  These  Friends,  with  their  Pastor,  Manuel 
Guzman,  drove  to  the  meetings  each  day.  Their  faith 
and  their  sincerity  were  beautifully  clear  in  their 
words  and  actions.  I felt  that  I heard  Manuel  Guzman 
in  a new  way  — that  his  words  passed  from  his  lips  to 
my  heart  without  the  usual  editorial  function  of  the 
head.  All  day  and  evening  and  the  next  day,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  business  and  the  discussions 
were  truly  spiritual,  transacted  with  charity  and  love 
and  characterized  by  sincerity  and  humility.  Friends 
spoke  with  great  personal  conviction,  and  yet  I had 
the  sense  that  they  courteously  offered  their  own 
Light  and  listened  to  each  other  very  carefully.  These 
Friends,  from  two  “branches”  of  Quakerism,  have  met 
together  at  Reunions  for  years  and  have  found  a way, 
apparently,  to  “mutual  irradiation”  through  their 
willingness  to  share.  Such  a joyous  and  enriching 
experience  was  a blessing,  even  at  times  when  I did 
not  quite  follow  the  words. 

I would  like  to  tell  Friends  in  this  area  about  the 
many  small  and  large  elements  that  made  the  time  so 
very  precious,  but  some  may  seem  trivial  unless  one 
lived  them.  There  was  a Friend  who  took  me  for  a 
walk  around  the  area,  and  later  brought  her  car  and 
drove  both  of  us  from  the  North  to  see  as  much  as  we 
could  in  a brief  rest  period.  There  was  the  food 
prepared  by  members  of  the  Meeting,  delicious  and 
served  with  love  at  a long  table  in  the  Casa’s  dining 
room.  The  Casa  Director  showed  me  the  closets  from 
which  the  refugees  are  outfitted  initially  and  ex- 
plained the  Casa’s  program  of  teaching  the  refugees  to 
form  cooperatives  for  self-help.  A social  worker  who 
has  been  guiding  one  co-op  brought  some  of  the 
women  over  with  some  of  the  beautiful  and  well-made 
items  they  sell.  There  were  meticulously  dressed  cloth 
dolls  in  costumes  from  several  Indian  tribes,  along 
with  hand-woven  items  of  wearing  apparel  and 
household  linens.  The  kindness  and  patience  of  the 
sellers  as  well  as  of  the  Friends  who  were  buying  was 
impressive. 

Although  all  of  the  friendliness  and  gentleness  was 
cumulative,  and  although  there  were  so  many  small 
and  large  interactions  which  seemed  simply  to  say 
“welcome,”  these  were  not  the  core  of  the  spiritual 
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inspiration  I brought  away  with  me.  The  Reunion 
General  occurred  during  the  armed  conflict  in  the 
Middle  East.  Friends  could  not  grasp  how  we  — U.S. 
citizens  and  Friends  — had  allowed  matters  to  go  so 
far.  The  newspapers  were  full  of  reports  of  protests  at 
U.S.  embassies  by  Mexican  citizens.  It  was  a shocking 
and  difficult  time  of  heartache  for  all  of  us.  But  the 
meetings  went  beyond  the  present  trials  to  the  deep 
places  where  faith  abides.  And,  despite  the  enormous 
forces  of  pain  and  hatred  in  the  world,  Friends  in  that 
upper  room  joined  with  each  other  to  help  each  other 
find  what  they  were  called  to  do  to  let  that  faith  reach 
out  in  action  toward  healing.  And,  like  the  Native 
American  listening  to  Woolman,  not  proficient  in  the 
language,  I,  too,  heard  clearly  “where  the  words  came 
from.” 

News  of  California  Meetings 

by  Lois  Vincent,  San  Fernando  Meeting 

Several  items  need  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  prison 
activities  of  Meetings.  San  Diego  Meeting  continues 
its  strong  support  of  the  Alternatives  to  Violence 
Program.  Two  or  three  volunteers  are  sent  to  two 
meetings  a month  at  Donovan.  Two  women  who 
visit  the  woman’s  prison  at  Frontera  from  Claremont 
have  found  that  many  women  there  desire  a Worship 
group.  This  activity  is  to  be  under  the  care  of  Clare' 
mont  Meeting  Ministry  and  Counsel.  A member  of 
San  Fernando  Meeting  visits  the  federal  prison  in  Los 
Angeles  regularly  under  the  auspices  of  the  Prisoner 
Visitation  and  Support  group,  a national  organization 
founded  and  headed  by  Quakers.  The  Prison  Library 
Project,  which  furnishes  worthwhile  books  to  inmates, 
has  strong,  long-time  support  from  both  Orange 
Grove  and  Claremont  Meetings. 

The  Inland  Valley  Meeting  newsletter  published 
the  “Universal  Declaration  of  Non-Violence:  The 
Incompatibility  of  Religion  and  War”  by  the  Dalai 
Lama.  Members  are  invited  to  share  and  sign  it. 

The  San  Diego  Meeting  Ministry  and  Oversight 
Committee  will  decide  on  “talking  meetings”  on 
concerns  about  Worship  and  equality.  In  this 
meeting  a “set-up  sign-up”  is  asked  to  prepare  the 
meeting-room  for  Worship.  The  “set-up  is  still 
begging  for  a set-upper.”  Also  a “Be  Kind  to  Your 


Fellow- Worshippers  Month”  has  been  initiated. 

People  are  to  try  to  arrive  and  center  down  by  the 
opening  time  of  10:30  a.m. 

At  a Shared  Supper  (new  name  for  potluck?)  at 
Santa  Barbara  Meeting,  several  people  listened  to 
three  people  tell  of  living  life  as  gays.  Instances  of 
prejudice  and  humor  brought  steps  in  the  process  of 
mutual  understanding. 

The  La  Jolla  Meeting  continues  an  Islam  Study 
group.  Also  contributions  are  asked  for  earthquake 
relief  for  Costa  Ricans,  who  suffered  a major  quake 
April  22.  A Talking  Meeting  on  the  needs  of 
children  is  planned. 

The  San  Fernando  Valley  Meeting  has  arranged  a 
change  in  hours  with  the  Iglesia  de  Dios  with  whom 
they  share  their  meetinghouse.  Worship  is  now  11:30 
a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  A new  arrangement  of  seating 
accomodates  the  growing  numbers  present,  now  about 
fifteen,  with  two  babies  and  two  toddlers.  One 
member  enjoyed  a goat-walking  trip  with  Jim  Corbett, 
founder  of  the  sanctuary  movement,  whose  recent 
book,  Goatwalking , is  receiving  the  attention  of  many 
Meetings.  Another  member  is  attending  the  FWCC 
World  Gathering  in  the  Netherlands. 

The  Westwood  Meeting  is  distributing  an  arresting 
leaflet  with  the  traditional  picture  of  a Quaker  from 
the  Quaker  oats  box  on  the  front,  announcing  “What? 
There  are  Quakers  at  UCLA!  Yes,  but  you  will  only 
find  oats  by  searching  for  people  who  look  like  this.” 
The  pamphlet  has  a commonsense,  down-to-earth 
statement  describing  Quaker  beliefs  (or  lack  of), 
monthly  meetings,  testimonies,  and  outreach  through 
FCNL  and  AFSC.  Though  this  Meeting’s  move  to 
the  University  Religious  Center  at  572  Hilgard  has 
been  trying,  the  consensus  of  members  and  attenders 
feel  that  the  Meeting  has  been  strengthened. 

The  Conejo  Worship  Group,  which  is  under  the 
care  of  Westwood  Meeting,  has  also  found  a new 
meeting  place.  It  is  at  3780  Cabrillo,  Newbury  Park. 
They  meet  the  first  and  third  Sundays. 

The  Southern  Humboldt  Worship  Group,  five  or 
six  people  who  meet  on  the  mountain  above  Redway, 
have  had  attenders,  inquirers,  people  against  war. 

Also,  in  the  little  town,  there  is  a small  group 
assembling  who  think  they  want  to  be  Quakers  — 
with  no  Quaker  among  them.  The  two  groups  are 

(Continued  on  page  182) 
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(California  Meeting  News:  continued  from  page  181) 
trying  to  combine  forces. 

Claremont  has  scheduled  discussion  meetings,  one 
of  which  arouses  interest.  It  is  titled,  “We' Are  All 
Clerks.”  This  explanation  followed:  “Did  you  know 
— it’s  true!  You,  too,  are  a clerk.  It’s  your  clerking 
that  makes  business  meeting  move  to  unity.” 

People  from  Claremont  Meeting  regularly  join  the 
border  patrol  to  prevent  violence.  When  confronted 
by  those  of  opposite  views,  the  INS  supported  their 
right  to  be  there.  This  meeting  gives  direct  support  to 
Roberto  Martinez,  the  AFSC  worker  on  the  border. 

Santa  Monica  Meeting  is  publishing  a pamphlet, 
“Meeting  for  Worship  with  a Concern  for  Business,” 
from  guidelines  adopted  by  business  meeting  earlier. 
Also,  the  meeting  will  put  informational  cards  for  new 
attenders  in  the  guest  book.  A discussion  group  on 
Quaker  economics  has  been  started  — a Study/ 
Action/Support/W orship  group  — to  be  guided 
toward  meaningful  action. 

The  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  as  well  as  Redwood 
Forest,  and  Santa  Barbara  supports  the  Guatemala 
Friends  Worship  Group  scholarship  loan  program., 
which  has  helped  230  women  and  men  become 
doctors,  nurses,  teachers,  lawyers,  as  well  as  carpen- 
ters, auto  mechanics,  electricians,  and  agricultural 
workers. 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  may  be  the  only  meeting 
on  the  west  coast  which  has  a cemetery.  Arrange- 
ments can  be  made  for  burial  of  members  as  well  as  for 
ashes  to  be  buried  in  a common  plot.  The  meeting  is 
thus  conscious  of  needs  surrounding  deaths  and  sends 
notice  that  “everyone  should  have  a final  arrange- 
ments form  on  file.”  The  Burial  Committee  brochure 
says,  “It  is  possible  that,  at  the  time  of  death,  we  get 
our  most  helpful  insights  into  the  meaning  of  life.”  It 
ends,  “It  may  seem  an  impertinence  to  some  to  expect 
that  the  death  of  a friend  or  relative,  or  one’s  self,  may 
be  a time  of  joy  and  worship  — of  wondrous  enlight- 
enment. But,  with  our  faith  in  a meaningful  universe, 
it  seems  less  realistic  that  we  should  find  the  experi- 
ence of  death  to  be  ignoble,  or  less  than  triumphant.” 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  QUAKER  PEACE  TOUR  TO 
SOVIET  UNION  and  CSCE  Human  Rights  Confer- 
ence in  Moscow.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  offers  a 
unique  opportunity  to  see  Kiev,  Moscow,  Leningrad 
and  Riga,  meetthe  people  intheir  homes,  work  with 
grass  roots  groups.  August  28  - September  17, 
1991.  Contact  Julie  Harlow,  (91 6)  753-6826,  1 1 63 
Auburn  Dr.,  Davis,  CA  95616. 


VACATION  RENTAL  — Kaua’i,  HI  — delightful 
cottages  — peace,  palms,  paradise.  $75/night. 
(808)822-2321. 


WASHINGTON  D.C.  VISIT?  Simple,  low-cost 
lodging  for  individuals  and  groups.  Seminar  plan- 
ning available.  Quaker  center  on  Capitol  Hill:  Wil- 
liam Penn  House,  515  E.  Capitol  St.  SE,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  20003,  (202)  543-5560. 


BENEFIT  FOR  FCL  & FCNL:  Bernina  830  portable 
sewing  machine,  excellent  condition,  embroiders, 
darns,  makes  buttonholes  & monograms.  $500  — 
$250  to  FCL  & $250  to  FCNL.  Call  (41 5)  387-5846. 


JOB  OPENING  Friends  Center  Resident/Care- 
taker, starting  Sept.  1.  Couples  welcome.  Inquire 
immediately:  Search  Committee,  4001  - 9th  Ave. 
NE,  Seattle,  WA  98105.  (206)  481-3355. 
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Personal  Reflection 

by  Linda  Filippi , Claremont  Meeting 

The  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf  has  asked  for  a 
response  from  each  of  us.  Through  my  work  as  a 
chaplain  I was  invited  to  participate  in  a Memorial 
Day  service  for  military  families  and  hospital  staff.  I 
was  asked  to  pray  for  both  sides,  to  acknowledge  the 
pain  and  suffering  of  the  Iraqis  and  to  show  ongoing 
support  for  the  allied  forces.  After  hearing  the 
request,  I felt  a cold  tightness  in  my  chest  and  felt 
very  unsteady.  I fell  silent.  I do  not  know  how  to  kill 
and  pray  at  the  same  time.  In  much  turmoil  I found 
that  the  only  prayer  I could  share  with  integrity  was 
one  of  confession.  Through  this  prayer  I have  felt  a 
softening  in  my  heart,  movement  from  numb  horror 
and  paralyzing  guilt  to  pain  for  those  whose  lives  have 
been  destroyed,  pain  for  those  of  us  who  have 
contributed  to  the  killing,  and  a rekindled  commit- 
ment to  the  work  of  learning  to  live  in  peace. 


POSTMASTERS:  SEND  FORM  3579 

FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

622  - 47th  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
Second  Class  Postage  Paid  at  San  Francisco,  CA 


A Memorial  Prayer  of 
Confession 
May  27,  1991 

Holy  One,  I come  to  you  with  a heavy  heart  and 
great  sadness. 

I come  to  you  bowed  low  and  remorseful  for 
what  I have  done  to  your  creation 
through  the  sins  of  war:  sins  of  omis- 
sion and  commission. 

In  your  fullness  has  come  forth  the  beauty  of  the 
desert,  the  ocean,  laughing  children, 
animals  and  plants. 

In  my  desperation  I have  helped  to  destroy  what 
you  have  birthed. 

I suffer  with  maimed  and  hungry  children,  raped 
women,  oil  covered  cormorants,  those 
who  have  killed,  those  who  are  dead, 
terrorized  civilians,  a dying  sea  and 
smoke-filled  sky. 


The  hatred  I have  shown  the  enemy  is  but  a 
reflection  of  the  hatred  I have  for 
myself. 

You  have  told  me  to  do  justice,  to  love  kindness, 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  my  God 
(Micah  6:8). 

I have  taken  more  than  I need,  killed  my 

brothers  and  sisters,  and  walked  alone 
having  forgotten  your  true  name. 

In  my  ignorance,  fear,  and  greed  I have  chosen 
security  instead  of  vulnerability;  the 
known  instead  of  the  creative;  bondage 
instead  of  freedom;  violence  instead  of 
peace. 

I have  sinned,  I have  sinned,  I have  grievously 
sinned. 

Please  forgive  me. 


